EPA REG ON 3 ENVI RO- BYTES

A Wap-Up of Issues & Events in EPA's Md-Atlantic Region
Decenber 2, 1999
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Wel conme to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wap-up fromthe U. S.
Environnental Protection Agency’s Region 3 md-Atlantic office in
Phi | adel phia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard copy or
on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly by e-mail
do the foll ow ng:

1) send a nessage to:
i stserver@ini xmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anything

3) type in the body of the nessage:
subscri be usepar 3news (your nane)
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EPA SAMPLES FORMER SI TE OF SI NKI NG HOVES

EPA took 230 soil sanples in 17 bl ocks of vacant lots in the
Logan section of Phil adel phia | ooking for |ead and arsenic
contam nation. The vacant lots are the former |ocation of 157
homes that were denolished in the 1980s because they sinking.
The honmes had been built on unstable ash fill in a creek bed.
The agency and the nei ghborhood await the sanpling results to
determ ne next steps in a possible cleanup.

MD DEVELOPER TO PAY MORE THAN $1.86 M LLI ON TO RESTORE WETLANDS

A federal judge sentenced one Maryl and partnershi p Novenber 22 and
si mul t aneously entered a civil consent decree against the firmand
a related entity to resolve the illegal filling of protected
wetlands in St. Charles, M. Interstate General Co. (IG0), a
publicly traded partnership, was sentenced to pay a $1.5 mllion
fine for filling wetlands without a permt during the devel opnent
of the Dorchester area of 1GC s St. Charles, Ml. planned community.
In the civil settlenment, 1GC and St. Charles Associates, a rel ated
partnership, agreed to pay an additional $360,000 penalty for
filling two other areas in St. Charles, and restore or create
approximately 74 acres of wetlands. | GC has already restored
approxi mately 10 acres of wetl ands on two ot her parcels involved in
t he case.



EPA ROLE KEY I N MOCK TERRCRI SM ATTACK

Novenber 16-19, a counter-terrorismexercise was held in Ft.

Bel voir, Va. Participating agencies included the FBI, DOE, EPA
and Virginia Departnment of Enmergency Services. The exercise
scenari o i nvolved a nucl ear weapon fromthe fornmer Soviet Union
smuggled into the United States by terrorists. Washi ngton DC was
the hypothetical target for the attack. |If the device were to be
expl oded, EPA woul d be central in nmanagi ng the consequences.

D sruption of water supply and sanitary sewer and other essenti al
services, many of which are EPA regul ated, would lead to
potentially greater harmto public health than the weapon itself.
In addition, the Federal OSC is uniquely qualified to assist in
recovery efforts.

NO FURTHER ACTI ON AT KANAVWHA RI VER PLANT

On Novenber 24, EPA issued a public notice regarding the proposed
"no further action" remedy at American Electric Power’s Kanawha
River Plant facility, located in dasgow, WVa. The Kanawha Ri ver
Plant is used for the generation and transm ssion of electrical
power by coal-fired steamunits to conmunities in the area. Al
docunented rel eases at this site were adequately addressed by the
facility. EPA, in coordination wwth the West Virginia D vision of
Envi ronmental Protection concluded that the facility had net both
Environnental Indicators, nanmely that mgration of groundwater
contam nati on and human exposures have been controlled at the
site. EPAis soliciting public comment on this proposal. After

t he 45-day public comment period, EPA will issue a final renedy
deci si on.

GAS STATI ON OMNER VI OLATES TANK RULE

During the week of Novenber 22, EPA issued a field citation to
Roznowski Sunoco, |ngomar, Pa., for an underground storage tank
vi ol ati on which was di scovered during an EPA inspection in
February, 1999. The violation was for the failure to properly
cl ose an UST systemin accordance with the UST 1998 deadli ne
requirenents.

FMC C TED I N BALTI MORE FOR WASTE VI OLATI ONS

On Novenber 22, EPA issued a notice of violation to FMC
Baltinore for violations discovered during a joint

I nspection last spring. These violations include: failure to
properly mark containers of hazardous waste, failure to
properly close those containers, failure to properly

mai ntain its hazardous waste tank, and failure to properly
mai ntain its hazardous waste storage pad. The facility has



15 days to respond.
WOODROW W LSON BRI DGE GETS A FACELI FT

The Federal H ghway Adm nistration is noving forward with
plans to replace the Whodrow W1 son Bridge which crosses the
Pot omac Ri ver near Al exandria, Va. The existing bridge has
five nore years of useful life. The preferred alternative
consi sts of two new side-by-side drawbridges | ocated

I medi ately south of the existing six-lane bridge. EPA
Region Il is a cooperating agency in the devel opnent of a
Suppl enmental Environnental |npact Statenent. Substanti al
envi ronnental inpacts are anticipated fromthe project,

I ncluding inpacts to 58 acres of wetlands and subnerged
aquatic vegetation, stormmater inpacts, and disposal of
500, 000 cubic yards of dredged material.

PHI LADELPHI A Al RPORT PI PELI NE COULD THREATEN AQUI FER

On Novenber 22, EPA di sapproved a proposed plan to rel ocate
a crude oil pipeline under the Sol e Source Aquifer

provi sions of the Safe Drinking Water Act. Owned by Sun G|
Conpany, the pipeline which crosses the Phil adel phia Airport
property is being noved as part of airport expansion
activities. Efforts are underway to identify ways to protect
the aquifer froma potential rel ease and nove the project
forward

TYSON FOODS SUBM TS DRAFT WATER DI SCHARGE PERM T

On Novenber 22, the region received the draft water

di scharge permt for Tyson Foods, Inc., Accomack, Va. The
permt wll reduce the discharge of toxic pollutants,

I ncl udi ng phosphorus and nitrates to Virginia's Eastern
Shore Coastal Basin.
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